
The Greenville News 08/03/2013

Copyright (c) 2013 The Greenville News 08/03/2013 August 5, 2013 3:44 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 2013 THE GREENVILLE NEWS6A greenvilleonline.com

VOICES

F
our days after a Florida jury acquit-
ted George Zimmerman of murder-
ing TrayvonMartin, U.S. marshals

tracked Darryl Anderson to Birming-
ham, Ala. After a brief standoff, the
25-year-old thug on the lam from Balti-
more emerged from an apartment with
his hands in the air.

While the verdict in the racially
charged Florida case set off protests
here and elsewhere across the country,
there were no demonstrations to cele-
brate Anderson’s apprehension on July
17. But his arrest should have had people
dancing in the streets.

According to Baltimore police, An-
derson is an enforcer for the Black Guer-
rilla Family, a West Coast gang that has
planted deep roots in this Chesapeake
Bay city that is in the throes of a tidal
wave of gun violence.

Anderson is believed to be the gun-
man who on June 27 was called on to
settle a dispute among a group of black
women in a Northeast Baltimore neigh-
borhood. One of the women reportedly
summoned him and another man to a
street where the other women were seat-
ed on a front porch and said: “Do what
y’all do.”

Police say Anderson then opened fire
on the women, killing one and wounding
the others. Three days later, police be-
lieve he broke into a home and shot a
man during a robbery. Cops have been
hunting Anderson since he allegedly
killed a man in Baltimore County last
year.

After the brutal attack in late June,
Baltimore police named Anderson the
city’s first Public Enemy No. 1. When he
was arrested this month, they slapped
that label on another Black Guerrilla
Family gang member, 19-year-old Capone
Chase.

Chase, who is accused of the execu-
tion-style killing of a 21-year-old man
who was made to kneel on a city play-
ground in front of his pregnant girl-
friend before two bullets were pumped
into his head, didn’t go far. He was ar-
rested last Thursday on this city’s West-
side four days after cops passed on to
him their Most Wanted mantle.

The cases of Zimmerman, a white
Hispanic neighborhood watchman who
was charged with second-degree murder
for killing Martin, an unarmed 17-year-
old black boy, had many activists up in
arms. But the unrelenting slaughter of
blacks by other blacks in cities all over
this nation continues to get relatively
little attention.

That’s got to change.
As violent and hurtful as what Zim-

merman did to Martin was — for no good
reason that I can discern — it is not the
rare act of white-on-black killings that
turns black neighborhoods here and in
places such as Chicago, Atlanta, Los
Angeles and Dallas into killing fields. It’s
people like Anderson and Chase who are
responsible for this mind-numbing vio-
lence.

Focus should
be on gangs

DeWayne Wickham..........................................................

Columnist

LETTERS

Fossil fuels are driving

extreme weather patterns
The director of the South Carolina

Botanical Gardens at Clemson Uni-
versity recently said that we’ve had
a 100-year drought, 100-year heat
wave and 100-year flood all in the
past four years.

Welcome to the fossil fuel-gener-
ated brave new world, our legacy to
our children and grandchildren.

Larry Knight
Columbia

Classical music depends

on Christian influences
I write in response to “From Ash-

es to Rebirth: Year of Altruism con-
cert by Greenville Symphony to
recognize 75th anniversary of Kris-
tallhacht” (July 21).

As a philosopher, a Christian and
a connoisseur of good classical mu-
sic, I was struck by one remark, in
particular, by conductor Edvard
Tchivzhel. Greenville’s maestro said:
“The whole idea of tolerance, altru-
ism and magnifying humanity is
very much expressed in music al-
ready.”

Since Mr. Tchivzhel is not a phi-
losopher, I do not expect him to phi-
losophize soundly about things like
the origin, nature and types of mu-
sic. Nor do I expect from him a
philosophical speech, like Plato’s, on
the moral and spiritual effects of
various types of beats and rhythms
on the human soul. Instead, I merely
expect him to mutely wave his baton
with due competence. But, if one in
his position ventures to make sweep-
ing, misleading and silly general
pronouncements about music, as Mr.
Tchivzhel has, he may expect to be
called to account.

The liberal notion of tolerating
and rationalizing abominable sin is
not a central theme in Handel’s
“Messiah” or in the works of the
“red priest,” Antonio Vivaldi. But
magnifying the one and only real
God, not fallen and sin-ridden hu-
manity, is the central theme in the
works of Johann Sebastian Bach.
AndMozart said of Bach, he is “the
father of all music” and “we are his
children.”

Countless other examples of the
centrality of faith in Christ to the
classical music tradition could be
given. Indeed, apart from the in-
spiration provided by the coming of
Christ Jesus, God in the Person of
the Son, to save the elect, there
would be no tradition of classical
music as we know it.

Winston L. McCuen
Ware Shoals

M
ost driving emergencies and/or
crashes — caused by overbrak-
ing, overpowering and/or over-

steering — are on good roads and in
good conditions! Doing anything quick-
ly can be dangerous.

Think of the steering wheel as a
clock— and use the 9–3 position. Gen-
eral Motors advocates this for acci-
dent-avoidance maneuvers, such as
going into another lane and then back
to your lane quickly.

Are your brakes traditional or ABS?
For emergency stops, pump traditional
brakes in order to steer and avoid a
skid. Since ABS is a computerized sys-
tem, simply go down hard on the
brakes.

A skid could happen without adverse
weather. I’ve heard, “Lose your direc-
tion? Decrease in traction increases
action!” Besides letting up on the
brake, you must know how to get out of
a skid. The old adage is to steer in the
same direction the back of your vehicle
is skidding. However, you must do this
within a short angle to maintain control
and then simply steer back to your lane
until you have complete control.

It takes twice the distance to stop on
rainy roads; and since you have no
steering or braking control when hy-
droplaning, you should first turn the
wheel a little and see if the vehicle
responds. If not, slow down until you
regain steering control. Even a few
inches of water can easily splash into
the brake drum/shoes and cause brake
fading or failure. Keep your foot on the
brake when driving through water —
that will help keep water from getting
into the brake drum/shoes. After going
through water, test your brakes. If you

can’t steer or stop, simply have your
foot on both the brake and the gas for a
block or so — heat friction will help dry
your brake shoes.

It was said that a driver’s license
examiner asked an applicant, “What
would you do if you were going up a
steep hill, the motor coughed out and
the brakes failed?” The applicant
quickly answered, “I would adjust the
rear viewmirror!” Brakes can fail in
any normal driving. If this happens,
consider pumping the brakes first
since air in the hydraulic fluid line
could be to blame. If that doesn’t work,
use the emergency brake lightly or
shift into a lower gear for engine brak-
ing. If your vehicle stalls, you will lose
braking and steering power; but you
can use more force and still steer and
brake.

If inattention causes you to go off
the road, do not brake hard or turn
quickly back onto the road since you’ll
have less traction and could roll over.
Slow down and gently turn onto the
road.

Tailgating is the number one cause
of crashes. Stopping on ice can take 10
or more times the distance as stopping
on dry roads! A safe following distance

for regular driving would be a three-
second space of time/distance between
you and the vehicle ahead. When the
vehicle ahead gets even with any fixed
object, count one-one thousand, two-
one thousand. three-one thousand—
and try to have that much of a space
cushion.

When driving on the freeway or in
adverse weather conditions, consider a
four-second count.

Note someone passing you when
there is an oncoming vehicle so close
that there could be a crash. See what
the person passing you does (brake or
speed up) and do the opposite. The best
way to avoid a head-on crash is to move
to the right.

Most freeway emergencies are at
merging traffic areas. See if a lane
change is possible before nearing a
merge lane. If it is clear and you notice
a vehicle merging that is even with
you, make a lane change. If it isn’t
clear, blow the horn hard to warn the
merging driver.

The accelerator could stick, causing
an increase in speed. If so, shift to neu-
tral in order to have power control and
get off the road; then turn off the igni-
tion. Turning off the ignition first will
result in a loss of power steering and
braking, making control difficult.

Semi-trucks have numerous blind
spots. Consider those blind spots as
danger zones — if you can’t see the
truck’s mirrors, the trucker can’t see
you. Also, it takes trucks longer to stop
and farther to turn.

Know how to respond to these emer-
gencies. Better drivers make highways
safer!

» Joe Sabbadino is president-elect of
the S.C. Driver and Traffic Safety Educa-
tion Association and he teaches driving.

Plan for how to handle emergencies
By Joe Sabbadino

Joe Sabbadino
jandjsabb@att.net..........................................................
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The Voices and Your Voice pages offer a
marketplace of opinion for readers. The pub-
lisher, editorial page editor and associate edi-
tor are responsible for the newspaper’s opi-
nion. The executive editor and managing edi-
tor are responsible for all news content. Read-
ers are encouraged to share their opinion
through letters to the editor.

WE ENCOURAGE

YOUR FEEDBACK
Wewelcome letters on timely, news-

related topics. Include your name, home
address and telephone number. All letters
are verified.
All letters are subject to editing. Please

limit your letter to fewer than 250 words.
Because of the high volume of letters sub-
mitted, we are unable to acknowledge or
return unpublished letters.
All letters to the editor and guest columns

may be published or distributed in print,
electronic, online or other forms in perpetu-
ity.
Send letters:
Mail: Letters to the Editor, P.O. Box 1688,

Greenville, SC 29602
Fax: 864-298-4805
Email: Letters@greenvillenews.com

Greenville wins Big
LeagueWorld Series

Thumbs Up to the Greenville Coun-
ty Big League Baseball team for
winning the Big League World Se-
ries held earlier thisweek inEasley.
The Greenville team captured its
third Big League World Series title
in the past six years by beatingVen-
ezuela, 6-1, inWednesdaynight’s na-
tionally televised championship
game. It also won titles in 2008 and
2011, all under the leadership of
manager Jeff Young. ThumbsUp to
Young, too, who is stepping down as
the team’s manager after this latest
championship victory. Since 2007,
theGreenvilleCounty teamhaswon
five Southeast Region titles and is
20-6 in five appearances in the Big
League World Series. Another
ThumbsUpto theBigLeagueWorld
Series, the local organizers and to
the J.B. “Red” Owens Recreation
Complex that hosts the tournament.
This has become a much-anticipat-
ed annual event in Easley and
throughout the Upstate, and the na-
tional telecast by ESPN showcases
the recreation complex andUpstate
South Carolina to the rest of the
country. Having a local team cele-
bratingyetagainat theendof itall is
just icing on the cake following yet
another very successful tourna-
ment.

Elite swimmers
compete in Greenville

Thumbs Up to the 2013 Southern
ZoneAgeGroupChampionships for
being in Greenville County this
week and bringing more than 600
swimmers from12states forwhat is
being called the first major nation-
wide event hosted by the Westside
Acquatic Complex. Another
Thumbsupgoes toTeamGreenville
for being the host club and Green-
ville County Recreation for being
part of the effort that submitted the
bid two years ago to host this elite
competition. Westside Acquatic, at
2700 West Blue Ridge Drive, offers
an attractive venue for indoor swim
competitions, and it was improved
significantly during Greenville
County’s TRAC plan that created
the funding for so many new or im-
proved county parks. The acquatic
center has, according to thewebsite
greenvillerec.com/parks/westside,
an indoor 20-lane, 25-yardby50-me-
ter competition pool; an indoor 5-
lane 25-yard heated therapy pool; a
fun Zone, new locker rooms and a
Paddock Evacuator System (that is,
fresh clean air) and other amenities
that surely helped influence the de-
cision to locate this national swim
meet in Greenville County. The
benefitstothecounty, includingsur-
rounding cities, are huge. The
swimmersand their familiesareex-
pected to fill about 500 hotel rooms
for this event that began Tuesday
and concludes today. Clemson Uni-
versity is doing an economic impact
study that will be released later. In
addition to the hotel stays and food
purchases, the event brings intangi-
ble benefits such as exposing many
people to Greenville and the sur-
rounding area and it surely entices
someof themtoreturnon their own.
Greenville County is appropriately
proudofWestsideAcquaticbecause
it has become one of the premier
tournament facilities in the South-
east and is a testament to the vision
of County Council and Recreation
District leaders who supported the
TRAC plan.

Check out local art

ThumbsUp to the city ofGreenville
for launching a new online interac-
tive walking tour that features pub-
lic art in this area. This is certain to
beusedby touristswanting tocheck
out our public art as well as long-
time residents who are curious
about what they have been over-
looking. The website (http://
art.greenvillesc.gov) is an attrac-
tive and useful tool for peoplewant-
ing to check out the city’s extensive
collection of public artwork. The
map features photographs and de-
tailed descriptions of 61 different
pieces of artwork located through-
out the city, including sculptures,
murals, fountains and plaques, ac-
cording to a city press release.

Beaufort takes the lead

Thumbs Up to Beaufort County
Council for takingseriouslythedan-
ger created when people text and
drive. A countywide ban on texting
while driving ismoving closer to re-
ality, according to an Associated
Press story. An ordinance is coming
before the full council, after having
gone through committee, that will
banmotorists fromreadingor send-
ing text messages while they are
driving. It would be far better for
the South Carolina Legislature to
enact a statewide law to ban this
dangerous behavior but so far state
legislators have lacked the will and
the courage to do what many other
states havedone to protect innocent
lives.

THUMBS UP,
THUMBS DOWN

Product: GREBrd PubDate: 08-03-2013 Zone: GN Edition: 1 Page: Voices1 User: mredinger Time: 08-02-2013 17:23 Color: CMYK


