
Rashes and red eyes? Rusting 
dehumidifiers and HVAC systems? Your 
pool probably has chloramines. And no, 
you can’t wash them off in the shower.
“I’d never even heard of chloramines until a few years 
ago,” Carbondale YMCA CEO Steve Durkin admits. “It’s 
not just that I’ve worked for the Y for years. I also use the 
pool five days a week.”

Durkin knew his Y had a serious problem with chloramines.  
He also knew he was the one who had to solve it.

THE NEW HOT TOPIC IN POOLS: AIR QUALITY
A study by a Purdue University professor has pool 
directors everywhere talking about chloramines.  You can 
find them in the air above any indoor pool:  mix chlorine 
with human body fluids and you produce chloramines.  
The chloramines form a gas which, heavier than air, sits 
just above the pool’s surface, right where swimmers 
breathe.  This toxic mix is responsible for:
   •  The noxious “pool smell”
   •  Skin rashes, burning eyes, heavy cough in swimmers       
   •  Reduced lung capacity in veteran swimmers
   •  Rapid corrosion of equipment and infrastructure

Heavy usage of a pool compounds the problem: the 
more swimmers there are, the more chloramines are 
produced, and the worse the air quality is.  

A Y ASKS WHY?
Chloramines were definitely a problem at Carbondale’s 
shiny new YMCA pool.

“We could control them with shocking, we just couldn’t 
get rid of them,” Durkin explains. “We had this beautiful 
new pool. And we knew we had a problem. We knew 
some of the lifeguards weren’t feeling well. It was getting 
me in the eyes, too. And we knew chloramines were the 
source, we just didn’t know what we could do about it.”

Water aerobics instructor Jennifer Hoff concurs. “For 
me it was more the skin rashes. Almost like prickly heat. 
Little bumps. I always thought it was the water – they 
kept testing the water. I had a few people drop out of 
my class because they were getting skin rashes. But the 
water was clean. It never occurred to me it was the air.”

HEALTH FACILITY, HEAL THYSELF
As a health facility, Carbondale needed a solution. Durkin 
found one. “The Y national office organized a webinar and I 
joined it. The minute I heard about the Evacuator™ I said, 
‘We have to get this.’” 

Durkin installed the patent-pending Paddock Evacuator™, 
the first system designed to eliminate chloramines, [the 
bench in the picture to the right] at Carbondale. The 
system is custom built in a variety of ways, including 
inside the guttering or 
hidden in benches as a 
retrofit.

Durkin proudly 
acknowledges, 
“Installation only took 
a day or two, and it’s 
a good looking system. We did paint the exhaust duct 
to match the wall, and we use it as a bench. It’s really 
great.“ 

But what matters most are the 
results – has anyone noticed a 
difference?

Durkin is emphatic. “Almost ALL of 
our patrons have noticed. It’s so much fresher and cleaner. 
We have more people returning, people with asthma, 
and they’ve noticed. It’s the breathing you notice.”

Jennifer Hoff, the instructor who suffered from skin rashes, 
agrees.  Returning after a six month hiatus, she commented, 
“The first day I said ‘Wow, something is WAY different in 
here. No odor from chlorine. Now every time I’m in there 
I just think ‘This is just so wonderful. I don’t hear anyone 
complain about skin rashes or breathing problems.’”

Durkin nods. “I was down on the deck earlier today. You 
can feel it working when you walk by that bench. We 
love it, we’re very happy with it.”

www.PADDOCKEVACUATOR.com

EVACUATOR™:

MORE INFO AT:

Paddock Evacuator Company is an industry leader in natatorium 
air quality. Our patent-pending Evacuator™ is rapidly amassing a track 
record as the most effective air quality system on the market today.

CARBONDALE CLEARS THE AIR

Paddock Evacuator Company / 555 Paddock Parkway / Rock Hill, SC 29730 / 803-366-3822


