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THE LATEST NEWS IN AQUATICS PROGRAMMING AND SAFETY  

 

POTENTIAL SOLUTION TO 

CHLORAMINE LEVELS IN 

INDOOR POOLS 
To address a growing concern, the staff of Y-USA’s Property Development Department has 

been researching new technology to help eliminate chloramines from the pool environment 

before they reach bather and spectator’s respiratory systems. The following is information 

on new technology to eliminate chloramines.  

 

As has been documented, if you have an indoor pool, you have 

chloramines. Chloramines are a by-product of a chemical reaction 

between hypochlorous acid and ammonia. The most common types of 

chloramines found in a swimming pool are monochloramine, 

dichloramine, and trichloramine. Chloramines wreak havoc on 

mechanical equipment as well as the structure of a facility. Research 

has shown that chloramines can also have potential effects on the 

allergic and respiratory health of swimmers and facility staff [1-3].   
 

Practices, such as super chlorination, have been used for decades in 

trying to reach “breakpoint chlorination” to “burn off” the chloramines. 

However, these practices are difficult, time consuming, often 

ineffective and contribute to Total Dissolved Solids. In addition, the 

heightened chlorine level then needs to be brought back to normal 

levels using yet another chemical. Oxidizing agents have also been 

used to eliminate chloramines. New technologies, such as ultra-violet 

light, have been effective in controlling chloramine levels but there are 

still remnants. 
 

There is a new technology 

that appears to be even more 

promising in combating 

chloramines and improving 

air quality. Developed and 

brought to market by 

Paddock Pools, is the Paddock 

Evacuator™ system. The 

Evacuator™ is an exhaust 

system that targets the point 

of source of the chloramines at the water level. The Evacuator™       

can either be built in to the gutter system as a retrofit or new pool 

Continued on next page  

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Potential Solution to Chloramine 

Levels in Indoor Pools 

Congratulations to Participants in the 

2012 YMCA Swimming & Diving 

National Championships   

Y-USA Aquatics Resources 

YMCA Europe Festival 2013 

Recognize Your Y’s Young Volunteers  

Upcoming Aquatics Conferences 

 

Putting You on the Path to Cause-

Driven Leadership 

Nearly 140 Fatal Child Drownings in 

Pools and Spas in Summer 2012 

 

 

 

ENJOY THIS ISSUE? 
Feel free to share this newsletter with 

anyone who you think may find it 

useful. 

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, 

IDEAS? 

Contact Mike Espino, the editor at  

mike.espino@ymca.net 
 

 

YMCA OF THE USA 

101 N. Wacker Dr., Chicago, IL 60606 

September  2012 

ymca.net  

 

AQUATICS 

NEWSLETTER 

http://www.paddockevacuator.com/
http://www.paddockevacuator.com/
mailto:mike.espino@ymca.net
http://www.ymca.net/


 

 
2 

Continued from previous page 

installation or installed on 

the pool deck. Since 

chloramines are heavier 

than air, the Evacuator™ 

system captures them at 

the pool surface and deck 

levels and removes them 

from the pool. Some of the 

YMCAs that have adopted 

this new technology 

include: Rock Hill YMCA in 

South Carolina, Countryside YMCA in Ohio, and Hunterdon County 

YMCA in New Jersey. 
 

A typical Natatorium is designed to operate with approximately a 20-

25% outside air exchange. When the Fall season arrives, the facility is 

“closed-up” to conserve heat energy. Air handling systems are 

designed to provide from 3 to 8 turnovers of air per hour. The 

exchanged air is cold outside air that must be heated. Outside air is 

controlled to reduce excess energy cost. As chloramines and 

trihalomethanes accumulate in the pool water and off-gassed into the 

air, the excess air exchange is increased to “dilute” the accumulated 

irritating gases. With today’s energy prices, the cost of this excess air 

exchange is being felt by Y Facilities Managers across the country. In 

addition to adding energy costs the air dilution technique does not 

work in controlling chloramines. 
 

The benefit of this new technology includes a healthier swimming 

environment which keeps Y members and staff from experiencing mild 

to severe irritation to the skin, eyes and respiratory system. Other 

benefits include: less deterioration to the facility structure, longer 

mechanical equipment life, longer ballast (light fixtures) life, and lower 

energy cost - all saving annual and long-term operational dollars. In 

some cases the equipment could have a return on investment of 

twenty-months, depending on the natatorium’s HV system. 
 

Editor’s Note: Paddock Pools is the only manufacturer of such equipment (EvacuatorTM) 

and has a patent pending. Y-USA is not endorsing the equipment but we are very 

encouraged as to its effectiveness. Y-USA recommends that associations interested in this 

technology: 1) contact a current user 2) if possible, visit a facility that currently has the 

equipment installed 3) visit a Paddock Pool site for a demonstration. For additional 

information, please contact Y-USA Property Specialist Al Tursi at al.tursi@ymca.net, 

312.802.2972. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE 

2012 YMCA SWIMMING & 

DIVING CHAMPIONSHIPS  

YMCA of the USA (Y-USA) would like 

to once again thank Nike Swim, a 

sponsor of the 2012 YMCA Swimming 

& Diving National Championships. As 

a result of Nike Swim’s support, over 

3,000 participating swimmers and 

divers were cheered on by thousands 

of spectators.  The season kicked off 

with the Short Course Swimming 

Championship April 2-12 at the 

Greensboro Aquatic Facility in 

Greensboro, North Carolina.  This was 

followed by the Masters and Diving 

National Championships at the Fort 

Lauderdale Aquatic Complex (April 

11-22) in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

The season concluded with the Long 

Course Swimming Championship, 

which took place on July 23-27 at the 

Georgia Institute of Technology 

Aquatics Center in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Y-USA and Nike Swim would like to 

congratulate all of this year’s 

participants on their outstanding 

achievements! 

Y-USA AQUATICS 
RESOURCES 

Click on the title to link to the 

appropriate website or document. 

 Aquatic Assessment Tool  

 Aquatics Programs & Safety 

Online Community 

 Aquatic Safety  

 Aquatic Safety Guidelines for 

Ys  

 Aquatics Safety Webinars 

 American Safety & Health 

Institute (ASHI) 

 Y Lifeguard Training 

 Y Swim Lessons 
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YMCA EUROPE FESTIVAL 2013 
 
Save the date and start organizing 

the young people at your Y to 

participate in the YMCA Europe 

Festival from August 4 – 10, 2013, 

in Prague, Czech Republic. YMCA 

Europe Festival is a week-long 

international youth event that 

unites 10,000 people (ages 13 – 

30) from Ys around the world to 

explore the power and potential of youth to make a positive social 

impact both locally and globally. 

 

This is a profound leadership development experience that engages 

participants before, during, and after the conference. Through activities 

such as organizing fundraising events, presenting a workshop or 

performance at the conference, participating in workshops, networking, 

or sharing the experience with key audiences back home, YMCA Europe 

Festival is a unique opportunity for young people to build leadership 

skills and cultural competencies while strengthening their commitment 

to the global Y Movement.  

YMCA of the USA will host informational webinars to discuss YMCA 

Europe Festival, what it takes to coordinate a delegation, and why this 

is a great leadership development opportunity for youth and staff. A 

Q&A session is included. Registration is required. The webinars will be 

offered twice:  

 Click HERE to register for the webinar on September 19, 2012 at 

10:30am (CST) 

 Click HERE to register for the webinar on September 25, 2012 at 

1pm (CST) 

For more information on the webinars or YMCA Europe Festival, visit 

Exchange (keyword search “YMCA Europe Festival”) or e-mail 

prague2013@ymca.net.  

 

RECOGNIZE YOUR Y’S YOUNG 
VOLUNTEERS 
The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards 

program, sponsored by Prudential Financial 

in partnership with the National Association 

of Secondary School Principals, recognizes 

youth in grades 5-12 for their commitment 

to social responsibility through volunteerism. 

All state-level honorees receive recognition 

and a national selection committee will name 

America’s top 10 youth volunteers for 2013. To be considered, young Y 

members must submit an online application by Nov. 6. Your Y can then 

select one middle school and one high school local honoree and must 

certify their applications by Nov. 13. For full details and supporting 

materials, visit Social Responsibility, Program Volunteer 

Development on Exchange. 

YMCA OF THE USA AQUATIC 
RESOURCE CONNECTIONS 

The following individuals are available 

to you as a resource in aquatics 

programming, safety and aquatic 

facility development. Please feel free to 

contact them if you have questions or 

need assistance.   

 

Mike Espino 

Aquatics Safety and Risk Specialist 

E-mail: mike.espino@ymca.net 

Phone:  800-872-9622 ext. 2209 

 

Dara Meinerth 

Sports and Recreation Specialist 

Competitive Swimming and Diving  

E-mail: dara.meinerth@ymca.net 

Phone:  800-872-9622 ext. 2219 

 

Al Tursi 

Property Development Specialist 

Aquatic Facility Development 

E-mail: al.tursi@ymca.net 

Phone: 312.802.2972 

 

UPCOMING AQUATICS-

RELATED CONFERENCES 
 

The following are aquatics-related 

conferences and trainings that may be 

of interest. Click on the conference or 

training title to link to the appropriate 

website. 

 World Waterpark 

Association Symposium 

& Trade Show 

October 1-5, 2012 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

 World Aquatic Health 

Conference 

October 10-12, 2012 

Norfolk, Virginia 

 California Aquatic Management 

School 

October 24-26, 2012 

Lake Tahoe, California 

 Association of Aquatic 

Professionals 

Annual Conference 

and Exposition 

March 3-6, 2013 

Austin, Texas 

 

https://yusa.webex.com/yusa/j.php?ED=203153897&RG=1&UID=1476983162&RT=MiM3
https://yusa.webex.com/yusa/j.php?ED=203153897&RG=1&UID=1476983162&RT=MiM3
https://yusa.webex.com/yusa/j.php?ED=203154347&RG=1&UID=1476984857&RT=MiM3
https://yusa.webex.com/yusa/j.php?ED=203154347&RG=1&UID=1476984857&RT=MiM3
https://yexchange.org/GlobalEngagement/Pages/YMCA-Europe-Youth-Festival---Prague-2013.aspx
mailto:prague2013@ymca.net
https://yexchange.org/ProgramVolunteerDevelopment/Pages/spirit-of-community-award.aspx
https://yexchange.org/ProgramVolunteerDevelopment/Pages/spirit-of-community-award.aspx
mailto:mike.espino@ymca.net
mailto:dara.meinerth@ymca.net
mailto:al.tursi@ymca.net
http://www.waterparks.org/convention.asp
http://www.waterparks.org/convention.asp
http://www.waterparks.org/convention.asp
http://nspf.org/en/Conference/Conference2012.aspx
http://nspf.org/en/Conference/Conference2012.aspx
http://associationofaquaticprofessionals.org/documents/CAMS%202012%20Tri-fold%20Brochure%20.pdf
http://associationofaquaticprofessionals.org/documents/CAMS%202012%20Tri-fold%20Brochure%20.pdf
http://associationofaquaticprofessionals.org/index.cfm?load=page&page=4
http://associationofaquaticprofessionals.org/index.cfm?load=page&page=4
http://associationofaquaticprofessionals.org/index.cfm?load=page&page=4
http://associationofaquaticprofessionals.org/index.cfm?load=page&page=4
http://associationofaquaticprofessionals.org/index.cfm?load=page&page=4
http://associationofaquaticprofessionals.org/documents/CAMS 2012 Tri-fold Brochure .pdf
http://www.waterparks.org/convention.asp
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PUTTING YOU ON THE PATH TO 
CAUSE-DRIVEN LEADERSHIP 
New tools are available to help all Y staff easily manage their 

professional development. If you are pursuing YMCA Leadership 

Certification (Team Leader, Multi-team or Branch Leader, 

Organizational Leader), you can now complete applications for these 

levels directly online. In addition, online reports are available that show 

your progress towards certification and which requirements you still 

need to meet.  

You can access these tools, as well as your YMCA transcript and online 

recertification applications, from a new page on Exchange. You will 

also find guides for using the new tools and information on training 

webinars on this page. Please e-mail leadershipcertification@ymca.net 

if you have questions.   

NEARLY 140 FATAL CHILD 

DROWNINGS IN POOLS AND SPAS 

REPORTED IN SUMMER 2012 

According to information compiled from media reports and released by 

the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission’s (CPSC) Pool Safely 

campaign, 137 children younger than 15 years of age drowned in a 

pool or spa during the traditional summer season of Memorial Day to 

Labor Day this year.  An additional 168 children of that age required 

emergency response for near-fatal incidents in pools or spas during 

that period. 
 

The media figures for this summer show that 54 of these drownings 

occurred soon after the children left an adult who was in their 

immediate vicinity, and 31 children drowned despite the presence of 

others at the pool. 
 

In addition, the media reports from this summer are consistent with 

CPSC’s annual reports in showing that young children and toddlers are 

especially vulnerable to drowning— at least 100 of the 137 children 

who drowned were younger than five. Drowning is the leading cause of 

unintentional death among children one to four years of age. 
 

Not every child drowning is reported on or tracked by the media. In 

turn, it takes time for CPSC to compile data of all child drownings from 

around the country. Each May, CPSC releases reports for drownings 

and non-fatal submersions for children younger than 15 years of age. 

CPSC data from 2007 to 2009 shows an annual average of 243 children 

drowned in pools or spas during the summer months, which is about 

63 percent of the average annual drowning figures for these years.    

 

CPSC’s 2012 submersion report shows on average 390 pool or spa-

related drownings occur each year for children younger than 15, based 

on statistics from 2007-2009. About 5,200 pool or spa-related 

emergency department-treated submersion injuries occur on average 

each year for children younger than 15 years of age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL DROWNING 

STATISTICS 

During the summer of 2012, the 

following twelve states suffered the 

largest number of pool and spa 

drownings for children younger 

than 15 years of age: 

 

1. Texas (17)    

2. California (10)     

3. Ohio (9)    

4. Arizona (8)    

5. Michigan (8)   

6. Pennsylvania (7)   

7. Florida (6) 

8. Illinois (6)   

9. North Carolina (6) 

10. Alabama (5) 

11. Georgia (5) 

12. New York (5) 

https://yexchange.org/TranscriptsRecertification/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:leadershipcertification@ymca.net
http://www.poolsafely.gov/
http://www.cpsc.gov/library/foia/foia12/os/poolsub2012.pdf

