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Update: Greensboro gets swimming championships
through 2017

By Jeff Mills/News & Record jeff.mills@news-record.com | Posted: Wednesday, August 6,

2014 7:45 pm

Updated 7:45 p.m.

GREENSBORO — YMCA swimmers could breathe easy at their big national meet this spring.

And now the Greensboro Aquatic Center can breathe easy, too.

The YMCA of the USA will hold its Short Course National Swimming Championships at the $19

million aquatic center on Lee Street through 2017 under a new three-year deal announced Wednesday.

The national meet has been held in Greensboro each of the past three years.

In April, the YMCA Short Course Nationals drew 203 teams from 29 states and featured 1,500

swimmers.

The four-day total attendance was 10,178, and Greensboro’s Convention & Visitors Bureau estimates

the economic impact at $8.4 million.

“It’s huge for us,” aquatic center manager Susan Braman said.

The meet was held in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., for decades before moving to Greensboro’s new

natatorium in 2012. There was competition from Florida for this three-year cycle.

Greensboro won for three reasons, according to Jim Weaton, the YMCA’s national director of events.

“Most important is it’s a quality facility, and the staff has been responsive to the improvements

needed,” Weaton said. “Then you have the coliseum complex, and we get the amenities that go with

that campus environment. And then the support from the CVB and hotel industry is tremendous. ... It

just makes us feel like we belong there.”

There were doubts after 2013. Swimmers and coaches complained about air quality and high

chloramine levels — resulting coughs were called “GAC hack” — a problem common to indoor pools

during large meets.

Late that year, the aquatic center installed the Paddock Evacuator system, making the natatorium the

largest indoor pool in the country to be retrofitted with a custom evacuator system.

“We had air-quality issues because of the large quantity of athletes,” Weaton said. “Well, Greensboro

responded and made it right. It’s greatly improved, to the point where we had no issues this past



8/13/2014 Update: Greensboro gets swimming championships through 2017 - News-Record.com: News

http://www.news-record.com/news/update-greensboro-gets-swimming-championships-through/article_9452c3ec-1d6a-11e4-a136-001a4bcf6878.html?mode=print 2/2

championship. None.

“(In 2013) we had some kids not able to perform at a peak level because of air quality. That simply

went away this year because of the new system.”

The retrofit sealed the deal, Weaton said. Everything else was already in place.

“There are nice aquatic facilities all over the country. We know that,” Braman said. “What separates us

is the template of the coliseum. We have all this ancillary space outside the pool.

“We have everything from ticket-takers to security on staff, so the Y doesn’t have to go scrambling

for volunteers.”

There’s a pretty fast pool, too. Dozens of YMCA national records have fallen since the move to

Greensboro.

“Florida is a desirable vacation destination that time of year,” Braman said. “But we’ve broken so many

of their records that the vacation component starts to pale in comparison.”

Weaton said the athletes’ village in the coliseum’s Special Events Center has been a hit with

swimmers, who have made friends from other states. And the Pavilion has hosted social events and

meet-and-greets for parents and college coaches.

“Higher education is at the forefront of the YMCA’s agenda, because about 60 percent of our kids

who will swim at nationals compete in college,” Weaton said. “It’s so much more than just swimming

in the pool. ... The coliseum allows us to think outside the box and be creative, do fun things. And it

doesn’t hurt to have excellent staff to work with. Greensboro’s got that.”

And now Greensboro has got the YMCA’s marquee event for three more years.

Posted 9:07 p.m.

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Aquatic Center announced today that it will host the YMCA

National Short Course Swimming Championships from 2015 to 2017.

The center, which has hosted the championships for the past three years, was awarded a new contract

by YMCA of the USA.

The event is traditionally the largest youth swimming national championship in the United States and

the YMCA of the USA’s largest competitive championship event. The event drew a field of nearly

1,500 swimmers this year with a four-day attendance total of 10,178, according to the aquatic center.

The 2015 event will begin on March 30 and conclude April 3.


